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ORD VALLEY MUSTER 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Tourism) [12.05 pm]: I am delighted to inform members 
that I had the pleasure of visiting Kununurra last Friday and Saturday to attend part of the annual Argyle Diamonds 
Ord Valley Muster. The Ord Valley Muster is a nine-day cultural event that celebrates and showcases the East Kimberley 
region through food, art, music, tours, comedy and Aboriginal culture. Owned by Ord Valley Events Inc, it was 
established in 2001 by the then Kununurra Chamber of Commerce as a one-night event with the objective of bringing 
together community and industry participants, and drawing attention to the East Kimberley region. Over the past 
21 years, the Ord Valley Muster has expanded to feature more than 30 events over nine days showcasing entertainment 
and cultural and culinary experiences specific to the East Kimberley. It is a great example of a homegrown event. 
One of its principal objectives is to extend the tourism season for the region that traditionally commences in June. 
The Ord Valley Muster continues to grow and now attracts thousands of people and generates statewide and 
national media coverage. 
The state government has been a sponsor through Tourism Western Australia since 2004. Since 2012, the event 
has been funded through Tourism WA’s regional events program, supported by royalties for regions. The current 
three-year sponsorship contract provides funding to 2023. The Ord Valley Muster has been the winner and finalist 
in 17 major awards, culminating in it being inducted into the 2017 Hall of Fame for the Western Australian 
Tourism Awards. 
I, together with the member for Kimberley, attended the Ord Valley Muster’s flagship event, “Kimberley Moon 
Experience”, which has become one of WA’s pre-eminent concert and dining events, featuring nationally renowned 
performers. It typically attracts over 3 000 attendees. Other Ord Valley Muster events included: Comedy in the Park; 
Corroboree Under the Stars; Art in the Park; the Muster Rodeo; The Flaming Galahs—Great Australian Songbook; 
the Waringarri Art Centre Experience; and Storytelling Night. Independent research conducted in 2017 showed that 
1 470 people from outside the Kimberley region attended the event, generating $1.69 million in direct expenditure. 
The 2020 event was the Ord Valley Muster’s twentieth anniversary, but it was cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The twentieth anniversary was therefore celebrated this year and I congratulate Mr Beau Robinson, 
chair; Ms Sophie Cooke, vice-chair; Ms Jo-Anne Ellis, treasurer; Ms Rachel Fewster, secretary; and the directors, 
Ms Justine deCandia, Mr Pauric Keown, Mr Shaun Fowler, Ms Cally Bugg and Ms Rowena Alexander. I would 
also like to mention Narelle Brook, who was made life member of the Ord Valley Events board for her significant 
contribution over the last 20 years. 
The Ord Valley Muster is important to the region’s economy, attracting people to the area, boosting the economy, 
supporting local businesses and jobs, shining a light on the destination and adding vibrancy. I was pleased to see 
that accommodation was at capacity over the main event weekend. The McGowan government is committed to 
assisting regional communities by sponsoring events like the Ord Valley Muster. 
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